THE CAMPAIGN IN  GEOEGIA                                      239

were already with him in Nashville ten thousand CHAP, xvn
soldiers in round numbers, and many thousands of
employees in the quartermaster's and other depart-
ments who could be put in the intrenchments in
front of Nashville, for its defense. Also, Wilson was
there with ten thousand dismounted cavalrymen,
who were being equipped for the field. Thomas
had at this time about forty-five thousand men
without any of the reinforcements here above
enumerated. These reinforcements gave him al-
together about seventy thousand men, without
counting what might be added by the new levies
already spoken of.

About this time Beauregard arrived upon the xxxix(8)
field, not to supersede Hood in command, but to  785>824>825
take general charge over the entire district in which
Hood and Sherman were, or might be, operating.
He made the most frantic appeals to the citizens for w*
assistance to be rendered in every way: by sending
reinforcements, by destroying supplies on the line
of march of the invaders, by destroying the bridges
over which they would have to cross, and by, in
every way, obstructing the roads to their front.   But
it was hard to convince the people of the propriety
of destroying supplies which were so much needed
by themselves, and each one hoped that his own
possessions might escape.

Hood soon started north, and went into camp
near Decatur, Alabama, where he remained until
the 29th of October, but without making an attack
on the garrison of that place.

The Tennessee Eiver was patrolled by gunboats
from Muscle Shoals east, and also below the
second shoals out to the Ohio Eiver. These, withing
